2026
Summer Camps
CataIOg KENDALL)COUNTY

FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT

: Online Registration Opens — January 27

Create Your Online
Family Account—Now

Register early!
Camps fill up fast!

ELLIS HOUSE & EQUESTRIAN
C E N T E R

Lessons ® WEDDINGS ® PARTIES




Fun moments captured in previous programs & camps!




How to Register:

Online registration begins Tuesday, January 27, 2026.

1. Choose a camp based on the age of your child, or the grade that your child will be entering in the
2026-2027 school year.

2. Online registration is the quickest & easiest way to register your child for summer camps. Registering
online provides real-time camp availability, secure online payment, and immediate confirmation of
registration, and is accessible 24/7 from any device with internet access.

3. To register for a Summer Camp, you must create an online account through the District's DaySmart
Recreation Program. To create an online account, visit the District's website, kendallforest.com, and
click on the "Create an Account" button. If online registration is not available to you—you can mail in
your registration forms or bring your forms in to our office.

4. If you have questions about a nature camp, call (630) 553-2292 or email:
kcfpdeducation@kendallcountyil.qov.

5. If you have questions about an equestrian camp, call (815) 475-4035 or email:
ellisequestrian@kendallcountyil.gov.

Nature Camps are held at Hoover Forest Preserve 11285 W Fox Rd Yorkville, IL 60560

Equestrian Camps are held at Ellis House and Equestrian Center 13986 McKanna Road Minooka, IL
60447

Cancellation Policies:
No refunds for cancellations with less than two weeks notice prior to the first day of the program.

Summer Camps Offered:

Ages 1 - 3 (Mon., Wed., Fri.) & (Tues., Thurs.) Pg. 4
Ages 4 - Entering Kindergarten Pg. 5
Entering Grades 1st - 3rd Pg. 6
Entering Grades 4th - 6th Pg. 7
Grades 1-3 & Grades 2-4 Four Day Camps Pg. 8
Grades 5-7 Night Camp Pg. 9
Entering Grades 7th - 9th “Nature Quest” Pg. 10
Counselor in Training Program - Grades 8 - 10 Pg. 11
Ellis House & Equestrian Center - Pony Camps Pg. 12



Suwmmey Ca WPS 2020

Ages 1-3

These 2-day or 3-day camps provide a first nature
camp experience for the very young. Camp time
includes stories, songs, discovery time, nature
explorations & hikes.
$60 Mon, Wed, Fri camp
$40 Tuesday, Thursday camp
Time: 9 am - 10:30 am

A caregiver must stay for the class.

Colors of Nature
Colors are the smiles of Nature.

In this camp your child will engage the sense of sight to explore all hues around! Each day
will be filled with fun activities and hikes that will allow your child to explore different shades
of nature at Hoover Forest Preserve. We will play hide & seek in the prairie and test how it
feels to camouflage. We will go on a forest safari to hunt for color and (plushy) animal
friends. We will splash with water, creating our own rainbows and use natural pigments to
paint.

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: June 22, 24, 26
Tuesday, Thursday: June 23, 25

Sounds of Nature

The earth has music for those who listen.
In this camp your child will engage the sense of hearing to explore all tones around! Each
day will be filled with fun activities and hikes that will allow your child to explore different
sounds of nature in our forest preserve. We will follow and learn bird calls in the woods,
explore babbling brooks and frog choruses, tune into the rustle of quaking grasses in the
prairie wind.

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: July 6, 8, 10
Tuesday, Thursday: July 7,9

Feels of Nature
To touch the earth is to have harmony with nature.

In this camp your child will engage the sense of touch to
explore all surfaces around! Each day will be filled with fun
activities and hikes that will allow your child to explore different
textures of nature in our forest preserve. We will reach into
mystery boxes filled with feathers, furs, and flowers and
explore the creek and its creatures to get a feel for life
underwater. We will also dig in the mud, soil and garden, and
feel our way through natural cycles.

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: July 20, 22, 24
Tuesday, Thursday: July 21, 23




Summery Ca YWPS 2020

Ages 4 - Entering Kindergarten

This is noté Haifbay
This is not a stick, it’s a bridge to a new world.
It's not a box, it’'s a den for a fox.
I's not a rock, it’s a building block.

Natural objects can be so many things when we let our unfiltered imaginations run wild.
In this nature-based STEAM camp we will tinker with the concepts of engineering while
manipulating open ended materials collected throughout our daily hikes at our Forest
Preserve

—Sesstonbdune-8—42 CAMP IS FULL

—SessionH—duly-6—48 CAMP IS FULL
9am-12 pm
Fee: $155

What in the wild?! Haif Day

Did you know that Hoover is home to over 400 animals and plants?
Join us as we embark on a nature safari!

Let's discover together native animals and their amazing features!

How many can you find?
Foray into the forest, parade into the prairie, and stroll the streams, while learning
about the relationship between plants and animals!
Fall in love with your surroundings and become a keeper of the woods!

—Sessiont—June22—26 CAMP IS FULL
Session II: July 20 - 24
9am-12 pm
Fee: $155




Sumimer CAMPS 2026

Entering Grades 1 -3

Wild Things Furi bay

You don’t need to go on an overseas safari to
see wildlife—there are tons of wildlife species to
d see here at Hoover Forest Preserve. During this

camp, we will take the time to look closely for life

that is hidden under logs, in the trees, under
stones, in the prairie grasses, even in the mud.

Campers will use tools like nets, buckets,

binoculars, and shovels, we’ll search high & low,
on land and in the water for these Wild Things!

; -Seeme-n—l—d-u-n-e—S—tZ—CAMP IS FULL

. o eHy-6 3— CAMP IS FULL
9am 2:30 pm
Fee: $240

Natureis Superpowers
Full Day

In this fun camp, we will study the secret and
not so secret powers of the animals that live
here in lllinois. We will investigate their tricks
for hiding from predators, finding food,
protecting their babies, and we will learn about
the awesome physical adaptations various
animals have to help them leap, fly, and swim.

Sessient—dJune22—26-
CAMP IS FULL

CAMP IS FULL
9 am - 2:30 pm

Fee: $240




Summeyr Ca MPS 2020

Entering Grades 4 - 6

Natureis Laboratory rFun pay
Explore nature through the eyes of a scientist!

We will conduct exciting and interesting experiments all week long using
different habitats in the forest preserve as our laboratory.
Session |: June 8 - 12
Session II: July 13 - 17
9 am -2:30 pm
Fee: $240

Predator vs. Prey Fui pay
Through hands on activities and games our Campers will discover the differences
between the life of predators as they hunt for food and prey as they try to survive
in the wild.

We will analyze a predator’s razor sharp talons, pointy teeth, body coordination and
physical agility. Campers will also study the wild animals who are prey; we will discover
which animals use fast escape speed, great jumping ability, and surprising camouflage

to thrive and survive.

-Sessiont—Jume-22-26- CAMP IS FULL
Session Il: July 20 - 24
9am -2:30 pm
Fee: $240































